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Conflict is to rage through the recess. The people are to be   CHAP,
mobilised at once against the Peers.                                             v...... Y ,', ~

JST. 48.

IV
Instantly, on the suspension of the Bill, John Morley signalled
for fighting instructions. He meant to play his own marked part
in this fight, and did. "People are writing me about the direction
of the coming agitation. What is to be the watchword"?"1 There
had been a coolness between these friends on the Egyptian crisis,
but at once they met again. There was no doubt in Chamberlain's
mind about the watchword. He had given it months before. It
was the fight of the "Peers against the People'', and the Lords
must "bend or break". Morley improved on this with "Mend
them or end them53.
Through the strident confusion of the ensuing months, we
must fix our attention on Chamberlain's part. It was his firm
belief that "the Peers would yield only to fear"; and that they
would reject the Bill again in the autumn unless overawed by
national agitation in the spirit of 1831 and 1832.2 He further held
that to stir the masses his incitements must be hot and strong
at any risk of offence to the Whigs. He now showed that his
platform-power was nearing its height, fully attained in the
following year. His perfected ability in parliamentary debate
was only reached much later.
Well in advance of the crisis, in his address to his constituents
at the beginning of the year,3 he had used these terms:
"There is one thing about which I am in no doubt whatever,
and that is that if this Bill which will enfranchise two millions of
people who are now knocking at the portals of the Constitution,
and who are as orderly, as industrious and as intelligent as any
two millions within its pale ... if this great act of justice is frus-
trated by Lord Salisbury and the hereditary branch of the Legis-
lature, then the Government may appeal with a clear conscience
to the people against the Peers, and for my part there is no
question within the whole range of English politics on which I
would more cheerfully consult the opinion of the constituencies".
1 Morley to Chamberlain, July 9,        2 Chamberlain's "Memorandum".
1884.                                                        3 Birmingham, January 29, 1884.
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